General Assembly

Votes

Selected Votes from the 2004 Legislative Session

Compiled from ofpcial legislative records by John L. Rustin and Stephen Daniels

The conclusion of the 2004 Legislative
Session at 6:15 a.m. on Sunday, July 18
brought to an end one of the most unique
legislative biennia in North Carolina
historyfespecially notable due to the
dual-leadership of Jim Black (D-Mecklen-
burg) and Richard Morgan (R-Moore) as
Co-Speakers of the North Carolina House.
Although the General Assembly rarely
meets on Sunday, lawmakers did so this
year as they rushed to complete their work
before the unusually late primary election
on July 20.

The main focus of the 10-week oshortd
session was the debate over a budget for
the stateds 2004-2005 pscal year, which
began on July 1, 2004. In the end, the
House and Senate ratiped a nearly $16
billion spending plan.

The consideration of many other bills
was left until the waning hours of the
session. Bills that passed on the last day
included two otechnical correctionso bills,
a bill to regulate the earliest starting and
latest pnishing dates for North Carolina
public schools, and a bill authorizing
study committees and commissions for the
coming months.

However, for pro-family advocates,
this session may be marked more for what
the General Assembly did not do than for
what it did. Primary amongst legislation
that was introduced but not considered
were bills to put North Carolina in the
gambling business through a state-run
lottery, bills to allow voters to consider an
amendment to the North Carolina Consti-
tution that would depne marriage as othe
union of one man and one woman at one
time,6 as well as a bill that would have re-
quired that women considering an abortion
be given certain information that might
help them in their decision.

The legislature did pass a bill that
will allow the phrase 0In God We Trust6

to be placed on a special license plate,
but a similar plate bearing the message
0Choose Lifed was never considered. A
Senate passed bill to ban video poker was
changed by the House into what many
law enforcement ofpcials considered a
pro-video poker industry bill. After the
Senate decided not to consider the House
version of the bill, a provision favorable
to the video poker industry was included
in another bill, but was removed several
hours later in yet another bill.
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This year(s session was a mixed bag
for family issues, but in late January 2005
a newly elected General Assembly will be
back to start all over again.

This issue of Findings includes infor-
mation on selected votes taken by the
House and Senate during the 2004 Legis-
lative Session. Throughout the session, we
reported on the progress of many of the
bills listed here. This report is not intended
to be a ovoter's guide,6 although many
citizens are interested in how different leg-
islators view different issues, and you may
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want to use this information to talk with
your legislators about their views on par-
ticular issues. Additional 0\Votesd papers
from prior legislative sessions are avail-
able on our website at: www.ncfamily.org.

Researching Votes

If you are interested in researching
how the members of the General As-
sembly voted on certain issues yourself,
you can visit the General Assembly
library in Raleigh or access the General
Assembly website over the Internet at
www.ncleg.net.

The General Assembly library is lo-
cated on the second yoor of the legislative
building at 116 West Jones Street in down-
town Raleigh. The library has every bill
introduced during the session, copies of all
amendments approved on the yoor of the
House or Senate, copies of all conference
reports on bills and copies of all recorded
House and Senate Yyoor votes. If you can't
pnd what you need, the legislative librarians
are extremely knowledgeable and are
always very helpful. The legislative library
phone number is 919-733-7778.

You can also access much of this
legislative information via the General
Assembly website, which also contains
a variety of information including phone
numbers and addresses of legislators,
legislative committee assignments and bill
information. Voting records can be found
in the OHistory of Voteso section of the
oLegislation6 page and also on each indi-
vidual bill history page (if a recorded vote
was taken in the House or Senate on the
bill you are researching.) You may have
to conduct additional research to locate
the correct version of the bill in order to
determine what issue actually was being
considered by legislators.



HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

1. H281SCS

2. H1414HCS
3. H1414 SCS
4, H1464 HCS

5. H1464 SCS2

6. S6HCS3
7. S6HCS3
8. S1144

9.  SI218 HCS2

10. S1225HCS

Vote Description

House vote to adopt conference report on the SCS for HB 28112003 Technical Corrections Act.
The conference report for HB 281 would make numerous technical and substantive changes to a wide
variety of state laws.

House 3rd Reading vote on the HCS for HB 14142004 Appropriations Act.
The HCS for HB 1414 would appropriate $15.85 hillion for the Statets 2004-2005 pscal year and make
numerous other changes.

House vote to adopt conference report on the SCS for HB 141412004 Appropriations Act.
The conference report for HB 1414 would appropriate $15.92 billion for the Statels 2004-2005 pscal
year and make numerous changes.

House 3rd Reading vote on the HCS for HB 1464 School Calendar Changes.

The HCS for HB 1464 would allow public schools (except year-round schools) to start classes no
sooner than August 25 and end no later than June 10 beginning in the 2005-06 school year. The bill
would also reduce by 10 the number of teacher workdays and maintain the existing annual requirement
of 180 instructional days.

House vote to adopt conference report for HB 1464 School Calendar Changes.

The conference report for HB 1464 would allow public schools (except year-round schools) to start
classes no sooner than August 25 and end no later than June 10 beginning in the 2005-06 school year.
The bill also reduces by pve the number of teacher workdays and maintains the existing annual
requirement of 180 instructional days.

House vote on Amendment #1 to the HCS3 for SB 6fiStrengthen Law Enforcement vs. Video Poker.
Amendment by Rep. Curtis Blackwood (R-Union) to prohibit an owner of a registered video gaming
machine from relocating or replacing the machine.

House 3rd Reading vote on the HCS3 for SB 6 Strengthen Law Enforcement vs. Video Poker.
The HCS3 for SB 6 would: require the annual registration of video gaming machines with the State
Division of Alcohol Law Enforcement (ALE); impose an annual $300 fee per machine; require
machine owners to report to ALE, in addition to the N.C. Department of Revenue, regarding the gross
receipts, prizes and merchandise for each machine; allow for the warehousing of video gaming
machines; require machines that are seized by law enforcement ofpcials to be returned to the machine
owner unless the machine was unlawfully possessed or used with the knowledge of the owner; and
establish a $5,000 excise tax on machines that are illegally possessed.

House 3rd Reading vote on SB 1144RA0In God We Trustd Special Plates.

SB 1144 would authorize the N.C. Division of Motor Vehicles to issue a special license plate bearing
the phrase 0In God We Trusté and distribute a portion of the proceeds from the sale of these plates to
The N.C. National Guard Soldiers and Airmen Assistance Fund of the Minuteman Partnership oto help
provide assistance to the families of North Carolina National Guardsmen who have been activated and
deployed in federal service.6

House 3rd Reading vote on the HCS2 for SB 1218 AChild Restraint Systems Modiped.

The HCS2 for SB 1218 would expand the age and weight requirements for a child passenger restraint
systems to be used in a motor vehicle to include children up to eight years and 80 pounds. (Current
law applies to children up to pve years and 40 pounds).

House 2nd Reading vote on the HCS for SB 1225712004 Technical Corrections.
The HCS for SB 1225 would make numerous technical and substantive changes to a wide variety of
state laws.

Vote #

1540

1191

1543

1484

1556

1481

1482

1381

1453

1557

Date
7/17/04

6/8/04

7/17/04

7/14/04

7/18/04

7/14/04

7/14/04

717104

7/12/04

7/18/04

95-18

91-18

67-44

59-37

23-88

59-52

110-4

73-41

82-11



HOUSE VOTES

Legislator
Alma S. Adams

Martha B. Alexander
Bernard Allen
Gordon P. Allen
Lucy T. Allen

Cary D. Allred

Rex L. Baker

Bobby H. Barbee, Sr.
Jeffrey L. Barnhart
Larry Bell

James B. Black

J. Curtis Blackwood, Jr.
John M. Blust
Donald A. Bonner
Alice L. Bordsen
Joanne W. Bowie
Harold J. Brubaker

J. Russell Capps
Becky Carney
Walter G. Church, Sr.
Debbie A. Clary
Lorene T. Coates

E. Nelson Cole
James W. Crawford, Jr.
Billy J. Creech

Arlie F. Culp

Wm. T. Culpepper, I11
Wm. Pete Cunningham
Wm. G. Daughtridge Jr.
N. Leo Daughtry
Michael P. Decker
Margaret H. Dickson
Jerry C. Dockham
Beverly M. Earle
Rick L. Eddins

J. Samuel Ellis
Bobby F. England
Jean Farmer-Butterpeld
Susan C. Fisher*
Stanley H. Fox
Phillip D. Frye
Pryor A. Gibson, Il
R. Mitchell Gillespie
Rick Glazier

D. Bruce Goforth
Wayne Goodwin
Michael A. Gorman
Robert Grady

Jim Gulley

Joe Hackney

R. Phillip Haire

John D. Hall

James A. Harrell, I11
Dewey L. Hill

Mark K. Hilton

L. Hugh Holliman
George M. Holmes
Julia C. Howard
Howard J. Hunter, Jr.
Verla Insko

Margaret M. Jeffus
Charles E. Johnson
Linda P. Johnson
Earl Jones

Carolyn H. Justice
Carolyn K. Justus
Joe L. Kiser

Stephen A. LaRoque
David R. Lewis

3

Dist. Home Co. 1 2
58  Guilford Y Y
106 Mecklenburg EA Y
33 Wake Y Y
55  Person Y EA
49  Franklin Y Y
64  Alamance Y N
91  Stokes Y Y
70  Stanly N Y
75  Cabarrus Y Y
21 Wayne Y Y
100 Mecklenburg Y Y
73 Union N N
62  Guilford N N
48  Robeson Y Y
63  Alamance Y Y
57  Guilford Y Y
78  Randolph N Y
50  Wake N N
102 Mecklenburg Y Y
86  Burke Y Y
110 Cleveland Y Y
77  Rowan Y Y
65 Rockingham Y Y
32 Granville Y Y
26 Johnston N N
67  Randolph Y Y
2 Chowan Y Y
107 Mecklenburg Y Y
25 Nash Y Y
28  Johnston EA N
94  Forsyth N Y
41 Cumberland Y Y
80  Davidson N N
101 Mecklenburg EA Y
40  Wake Y Y
39 Wake Y N
112 Rutherford Y Y
24 Wilson Y Y
114  Buncombe Y Y
27 Granville Y Y
84  Mitchell Y Y
69  Montgomery Y Y
85  McDowell N Y
44 Cumberland Y Y
115 Buncombe Y Y
68  Richmond EA Y
3 Craven Y Y
15  Onslow Y Y
103 Mecklenburg Y N
54 Orange Y Y
119 Jackson Y Y
7 Halifax Y NV
90  Surry Y Y
20  Columbus EA Y
88  Catawba Y Y
81  Davidson Y Y
92  Yadkin NV N
79  Davie Y Y
5 Northampton NV Y
56  Orange Y Y
59  Guilford Y Y
4 Pitt Y Y
74 Cabarrus Y Y
60  Guilford Y Y
16  Pender Y NV
117 Henderson N Y
97  Lincoln Y Y
10 Lenoir EA Y
53  Harnett Y Y
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HOUSE VOTES (continued)

Legislator Dist. Home Co. 1 8
Marvin W. Lucas 42 Cumberland Y Y
Paul Luebke 30  Durham Y Y
Mary E. McAllister 43 Cumberland NV EA
Daniel F. McComas 19  New Hanover Y Y
William C. McGee 93  Forsyth Y Y
Patrick T. McHenry 109  Gaston N Y
Marian N. McLawhorn 9 Pitt Y Y
W. Edwin McMahan 105 Mecklenburg  EA NV

Henry M. Michaux, Jr. 31 Durham

Paul Miller 29  Durham
David M. Miner 36  Wake

W. Franklin Mitchell 96  Iredell
Tim Moore 111 Cleveland
Richard T. Morgan 52  Moore
Don Munford 34 Wake
Edd Nye 22  Bladen

William C. Owens, Jr. 1 Pasquotank
Earline W. Parmon 72 Forsyth
Louis M. Pate, Jr. 11 Wayne

Jean R. Preston 13 Carteret

Ray Rapp 118 Madison
Karen B. Ray 95 Iredell

John M. Raypeld 108 Gaston

John W. Rhodes 98  Mecklenburg
Debora K. Ross 38 Wake

John I. Sauls 51 Lee

Drew P. Saunders 99  Mecklenburg
Mitchell S. Setzer 89  Catawba
P. Wayne Sexton, Sr. 66 Rockingham

Wilma M. Sherrill 116  Buncombe
Paul Stam 37  Wake
Edgar Starnes 87  Caldwell
Fred F. Steen** 76 Rowan
Bonner L. Stiller 17 Brunswick
Ronnie N. Sutton 47 Robeson
Joe P. Tolson 23 Edgecombe
Wm. L. Wainwright 12 Craven
Trudi Walend 113 Transylvania
R. Tracy Walker 83  Wilkes
Alex Warner 45 Cumberland
Edith D. Warren 8 Pitt
Jennifer Weiss 35  Wake

Roger West 120 Macon

Arthur J. Williams 6 Beaufort
Keith P. Williams 14 Onslow
Constance K. Wilson 104 Mecklenburg
W. Eugene Wilson 82  Watauga
Larry W. Womble 71 Forsyth
Stephen W. Wood 61  Guilford
Thomas E. Wright 18  New Hanover
Douglas Y. Yongue 46  Scotland
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*Susan Fisher was appointed by Governor Mike Easley to replace Rep. Martin Nesbitt who was appointed to the North Carolina Senate on February 6, 2004.
**Ered Steen was appointed by Governor Mike Easley to replace Rep. W. Eugene McCombs who passed away in January 2004.

Reading the Vote Charts: What the Symbols Mean

The votes in this edition of Findings are taken from the actual tally sheets on which the votes are recorded. These tally sheets are provided
by the ofpces of the House and Senate clerks after each dayds session. The sheets include information such as the date and time of the vote; the
vote sequence number; the subject of the vote - whether an amendment, a reading (there are two reading votes on each hill), a conference report,
concurrence, or other; the bill sponsor; the version of the bill; the legislative day number; the presiding ofpcer; and the votes.

We have reported the votes as they occurred with some explanation of the vote, instead of trying to show whether or not members voted the
way we thought they should. Charts for both the House and Senate use 0Y6 for those voting o0yes,6 and 0N6 for those voting 0no.6 Other symbols
differ for the two houses. The House uses: 0EAG for dexcused absence,6 0EV6 for oexcused vote,6 and 0NV6 for onot voting.6 The Senate uses:
OEOG for dexcused,6 ONCo for onot cast,0 and 0A06 for dabsent.6 The letters 0HCSG and 0SCS6 at the end of a bill number stands for 0House Com-
mittee Substituted or 0Senate Committee Substituted respectively.

The Speaker of the House votes at his pleasure, while the Lieutenant Governor, who normally presides over the Senate, cannot vote except to
break a tie.
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SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTION
Ref. Bill No.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

S1144

S1218 HCS2

S1225 SCS

H281 SCS

H1414 SCS2

H1414 SCS2

H1414 SCS

H1464 SCS2

H1464 SCS2

Vote Description

Senate 2nd Reading vote on SB 11440In God We Trusto Special Plates.

SB 1144 authorizes the N.C. Division of Motor Vehicles to issue a special license plate bearing the
phrase 0In God We Trust6 and distributes a portion of the proceeds from the sale of these plates to
The N.C. National Guard Soldiers and Airmen Assistance Fund of the Minuteman Partnership oto
help provide assistance to the families of North Carolina National Guardsmen who have been
activated and deployed in federal service.6

Senate vote on motion to concur with the HCS2 for SB 1218 AChild Restraint System Modiped.
The HCS2 for SB 1218 would expand the age and weight requirements for a child passenger
restraint systems to be used in a motor vehicle to include children up to eight years and 80 pounds.
(Current law applies to children up to pve years and 40 pounds.)

Senate 3rd Reading vote on the SCS for SB 12252004 Technical Corrections Act.
The SCS for SB 1225 would make numerous technical and substantive changes to a wide variety of
state laws.

Senate vote to adopt conference report for HB 281712003 Technical Corrections Act.
The conference report for HB 281 would make numerous technical and substantive changes to a
wide variety of state laws.

Senate vote on Amendment #3 to the SCS2 for HB 1414712004 Appropriations Act.
Amendment by Sen. Virginia Foxx (R-Watauga) to increase the penalty for the manufacture of
methamphetamine if the offense results in serious injury to a law enforcement ofbcer of prepghter.

Senate 3rd Reading vote on the SCS2 for HB 14142004 Appropriations Act.
The SCS2 for HB 1414 would appropriate $15.83 billion for the States 2004-2005 pscal year and
make numerous other changes.

Senate vote to adopt conference report for HB 14147”2004 Appropriations Act.
The conference report for HB 1414 would appropriate $15.92 billion for the Statefs 2004-2005 pscal
year and make numerous other changes.

Senate 2nd Reading vote on the SCS2 for HB 1464 School Calendar Changes.

The SCS2 for HB 1464 would allow public schools (except year-round schools) to start classes no
sooner than August 25 and end no later than June 10 beginning in the 2005-06 school year. The bill
also reduces by pve the number of teacher workdays and maintains the existing annual requirement
of 180 instructional days.

Senate vote to adopt conference report for HB 1464 School Calendar Changes.

The conference report for HB 1464 would allow public schools (except year-round schools) to start
classes no sooner than August 25 and end no later than June 10 beginning in the 2005-06 school
year. The bill also reduces by pve the number of teacher workdays and maintains the existing annual
requirement of 180 instructional school days.

Vote #
1054/8

1331721

1326/16

1366/6

1141/3

1162/14

1386/26

1357/15

1389/3

Date
6/3/04

7/14/04

7/14/04

7/17/04

6/23/04

6/24/04

7/17/04

7/16/04

7/18/04

40-9

47-2

36-3

47-0

27-22

25-21

33-15

31-11






