General Assembly Votes

Selected Votes from the 2000 Legidative Sesson

Compiled from official legidative records by John L. Rustin and Sephen A. Daniels

The 2000 Legislative Session of the
North Carolina General Assembly began on
May 8, 2000 and adjourned on July 13,
2000. Technically a continuation of the
1999 Regular Session, the 2000 ““short™
session focused around lawmaker’s action
on the State’s 2000-2001 budget. The 2000
session was only the second legislative
session in the last 20 years (with the 1999
session being the first) in which state
legislators passed the budget bill before July
1, the beginning of the State’s fiscal year.
This year’s budget topped $14 billion, a
$500 million increase over the 1999
budget.

From the standpoint of the North
Carolina Family Policy Council, the 2000
session will be remembered more for what
lawmakers did not do than for what they
did. While the General Assembly approved
the budget before the beginning of the
State’s fiscal year, passed legislation to
prohibit open alcohol containers in motor
vehicles and restricted the location and
operation of video poker machines in the
state, the legislature did not take final
action on a number of other significant
measures.

In some cases this was a good thing.
For example, four bills introduced during
the 1999 session to enact a state-run lottery
remained eligible for consideration during
the short session. None of these bills saw
action in 1999 and the same was true this
year. A bill to allow the City of Durham to
adopt a local ordinance recognizing “sexual
orientation” or any other category as
“protected” from discrimination in matters
of employment, housing and public
accommodation passed the Senate in 1999
but languished in the House during the 2000
session. Legislation authorizing needle
exchange programs in the state was eligible
but saw no action. However, the House
attempted to include a provision in the 2000

Studies Bill to authorize a study of needle
exchange programs prior to the 2001
session. This provision was removed in the
Senate before the studies bill ultimately
passed. In addition, bills to legalize child
abandonment and to allow physicians to
take children into temporary custody
without a court order if they suspect abuse
or neglect were introduced in both chambers
but did not make it out of the initial
committees to which they were assigned.

On the other hand, the General Assem-
bly failed to approve at least two bills that
would have improved our state, including a
bill to ban gambling “cruises to nowhere”
and a bill to “enhance” character education.
Although we expressed concerns about
some language in the gambling boat bill, the
bill sponsor appeared willing to remove
these provision and move forward with the
ban on “cruises to nowhere.” The Senate
never took the bill up for consideration. We
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also expressed concerns over provisions in
the character education bill, but all of these
concerns were addressed. The final version
of the bill, which died in the House Educa-
tion Committee, would have improved our
state’s character education law.

Votesfrom the 2000 Session

This issue of Findingsincludes informa-
tion on selected votes taken by the House
and Senate during the 2000 Legislative

Session. Throughout the session, we
reported on the progress of many of the
bills listed here.

This report is not intended to be a
“voter’s guide,” although many citizens
are interested in how different legislators
view different issues. If you have
questions regarding any of the votes on
the bills included in this report or on other
bills, we encourage you to contact your
legislators and allow them the opportu-
nity to explain their votes to you.

If you are interested in researching
how the members of the General
Assembly voted on certain issues
yourself, you can either visit the General
Assembly library in Raleigh or access
the General Assembly website over the
Internet.

The General Assembly website is
located at www.ncga.state.nc.us and
contains a variety of information
including phone numbers and addresses

of legislators, legislative committee
assignments and bill information. Voting
records can be found in the “History of
Votes” section of the “Bill Information”
page. Votes are listed by legislator but do
not include the text of bills, floor amend-
ments or conference reports.

You may have to conduct additional
research to locate the correct version of the
bill in order to determine what issue was
being considered by legislators.




HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

Ref. Bill No.
1 H 1499 HCS
2 H1630 HCS2
3 H 1840 HCS
4 H 1840 HCS
5 HI1840SCS
6 S 1460 HCS
7 S 1460 HCS
8 S 1460 HCS
9 S 1542 HCS
10 S 1542 HCS
11 S 1542 HCS
12 S 1542 HCS
13 S 1542 HCS
14 S 1542 HCS
15 S 1542 HCS
16 S 1542 HCS
17 S 1542 HCS
18 S 1542 HCS
19 S 1542 HCS

Vote Description
House 3rd Reading vote on the HCS for H 1499-Interlock/Open Container Changes.

The HCSfor H 1499 bans open alcohol containersin the passenger area of most motor vehicles when the
vehicleis on a highway or highway right-of-way and strengthens North Carolina’s law requiring ignition
interlock systems in vehicles owned by repeat DW offenders.

House 3rd Reading vote on the HCS2 for H 1630-Toll Roads.
The HCS2 for H 1630 authorizes the congtruction of one pilot privately funded toll road or bridge project
in North Carolina.

House vote on Amendment #12 to the HCS for H 1840-2000 Appropriations Act, the 2000-2001 budget bill.
Amendment offered by Rep. Sam Ellis (R-Wake) to hold in reserves $24 million in Smart Start funds to cover
any possible shortfalls in the Medicaid program in the 2000-2001 fiscal year.

House 3rd Reading vote on the HCS for H 1840-2000 Appropriations Act, the 2000-2001 budget bill.
House vote to adopt the conference report on the SCS for H 1840-2000 Appropriations Act.

House 2nd Reading vote on the HCS for S 1460-Film Industry Incentives.
The HCSfor S1460 allows for annual grants of up to $200,000 per production to be paid to film production
companies as an incentive for them to engage in film production activities in North Carolina.

House vote on Amendment #1 to HCS for S 1460-Film Industry Incentives.

Amendment offered by Rep. Sam Ellis (R-Wake) to prohibit incentive grants to any film production company
that has produced a motion picture, television program or radio image which contains material that is
consdered obscene under North Carolina’s obscenity statute.

House 3rd Reading vote on HCS for S 1460-Film Industry Incentives.

House vote on Motion #12 to HCS for S 1542-Video Poker Machines.

Motion offered by Rep. Max Melton (D-Union) to suspend the House rulesin order that an amendment could
be offered to the HCSfor S 1542 which would change the title of the bill on the House floor opening the door
for an amendment to ban video poker.

(Requires a 2/3 vote of the House members present and voting.)

House vote on Amendment #3 to HCS for S 1542-Video Poker Machines.

Amendment offered by Rep. Mickey Michaux (D-Durham) to allow assemblers, manufacturers and
transporters of video gaming machines in North Carolina to sell those machines to the Harrah's Casino
on the Cherokee Indian Reservation in western North Carolina.

House vote on Amendment #4 to HCS for S 1542-Video Poker Machines.

Amendment offered by Rep. Don Davis (R-Harnett) to apply North Carolina’s gambling statutes to the
Cherokee Indian Reservation if the Tribal-Sate Compact between the Cherokee Indians and the Sate of
North Carolina is not renewed and expires.

House vote on Amendment #8 to HCS for S 1542-Video Poker Machines.

Amendment offered by Rep. Edgar Sarnes (R-Caldwell) to eiminate a provision in the HCSfor S1542
which required that video gaming machines seized for violations of the state's gambling statutes be returned
to the owner of the machine, instead of being destroyed, if the machine was leased or otherwise not owned
by the operator of the illegally used machine.

House vote on Amendment #9 to HCS for S 1542-Video Poker Machines.

Amendment offered by Rep. Bob Hendey (D-Wake) to prohibit merchandise payouts of any kind from
video gaming machines.

House vote on Amendment #10 to HCS for S 1542-Video Poker Machines.

Amendment offered by Rep. Cherie Berry (R-Catawba) to allow any video gaming machines that were
ordered or inventoried for use in North Carolina on or before June 29, 2000 to be sold and operated in
the dtate.

House vote on Amendment #11 to HCS for S 1542-Video Poker Machines.
Amendment offered by Rep. Sam Ellis (R-Wake) to delete the July 1, 2002 sunset on the video gaming
machine moratorium proposed in the bill.

House vote on Amendment #12 to HCS for S 1542-Video Poker Machines.
Amendment offered by Rep. Russell Capps (R-Wake) to prohibit the operation of video gaming machines
within 1000 feet of a church or schooal.

House vote on Amendment #13 to HCS for S 1542-Video Poker Machines.
Amendment offered by Rep. Mike Decker (R-Forsyth) to prohibit minors (under the age of 18) from playing
video gaming machines and to prohibit machine operators from allowing minors to play them.

House 3rd Reading vote on HCS for S 1542—Video Poker Machines.
House vote to adopt conference report on HCS for S 1542-Video Poker Machines.
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HOUSE VOTES

Dist.

Legidator
Alma S. Adams

Martha B. Alexander
Gordon P. Allen
Cary D. Allred

Gene G. Arnold
Philip A. Baddour, Jr.
Rex L. Baker

Bobby H. Barbee, Sr.
Daniel W. Barefoot
Cherie K. Berry
James B. Black
Daniel T. Blue
Donald A. Bonner
Joanne W. Bowie
Flossie Boyd-McIntyre
John D. Bridgeman
John W. Brown
Harold J. Brubaker
Charles F. Buchanan
Lanier M. Cansler

J. Russell Capps
Walter G. Church
Debbie A. Clary

E. Nelson Cole

A. Leslie Cox, Jr.
James W. Crawford, Jr.
Billy J. Creech

Arlie F. Culp

Wm. T. Culpepper, 11T
‘Wm. Pete Cunningham
N. Leo Daughtry
Donald S. Davis
Michael P. Decker
Andrew T. Dedmon
Jerry C. Dockham
Beverly M. Earle
Ruth M. Easterling
Rick L. Eddins

Zeno L. Edwards, Jr.
J. Samuel Ellis
Theresa H. Esposito
Milton F. Fitch, Jr.
Jimmie E. Ford
Stanley H. Fox
Charlotte A. Gardner
Pryor A. Gibson, III
R. Mitchell Gillespie
Wayne Goodwin
Robert Grady

Lyons Gray

Jim Gulley

Joe Hackney

R. Phillip Haire

John D. Hall

Robert J. Hensley
William S. Hiatt
Dewey L. Hill
George M. Holmes
William James Horn
Julia C. Howard
Howard J. Hunter, Jr.
John William Hurley
Verla Insko

Mary L. Jarrell
Margaret M. Jeffus
Larry T. Justus
Theodore J. Kinney
Joe L. Kiser

26
56
)
25
)
11
40
82
44
45
36
21

51

Home Co.
Guilford
Mecklenburg
Person
Alamance
Nash

Wayne
Stokes
Stanly
Lincoln
Catawba
Mecklenburg
Wake
Robeson
Guilford
Guilford
Gaston
Wilkes
Randolph
Mitchell
Buncombe
Wake

Burke
Cleveland
Rockingham
Lee
Granville
Johnston
Randolph
Chowan
Mecklenburg
Johnston
Harnett
Forsyth
Cleveland
Davidson
Mecklenburg
Mecklenburg
Wake
Beaufort
Wake
Forsyth
Wilson
Wayne
Granville
Rowan
Montgomery
McDowell
Richmond
Onslow
Forsyth
Mecklenburg
Orange
Jackson
Halifax
Wake

Surry
Columbus
Yadkin
Cleveland
Davie
Northampton
Cumberland
Orange
Guilford
Guilford
Henderson
Cumberland
Lincoln
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HOUSE VOTES (continued)

Legidator Dist. HomeCo. 1 2 3 4 5 6 f 8 9 10 1 12 18 14 1 16 17 18 19
Paul Luebke 23 Durham Y EA N Y Y Y NV NV EA EA EA Y Y N Y N N Y Y
Mary E. McAllister 17 Cumberland Y Y NV Y Y Y N Y N Y N EA EA EA EA EA EA EA NV
Daniel F. McComas 13 New Hanover Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y N Y Y NV
W. Eugene McCombs 83  Rowan Y Y Y Y Y N Y N N Y N Y N N Y N N Y Y
Paul R. McCrary 37  Davidson Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA
Marian N. McLawhorn 9 Pitt Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y NV N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
W. Edwin McMahan 55  Mecklenburg Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y N N Y Y NV
Olin Max Melton 34 Union Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Henry M. Michaux, Jr. 23 Durham Y N N Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y N N NV N N Y Y
George W. Miller, Jr. 23 Durham Y Y N Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y N N N N N Y Y
David M. Miner 62  Wake Y EA Y Y Y Y N Y N NV N Y N N Y N N Y EA
W. Franklin Mitchell 42 Iredell Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y N Y N N Y N Y Y Y
Richard T. Morgan 31  Moore Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Mia Morris 18  Cumberland EA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N N Y N N Y EA
Martin L. Nesbitt, Jr. 51  Buncombe Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N N N N N Y Y
Edd Nye 96  Bladen Y N N Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y N N
Warren C. Oldham 67  Forsyth Y Y N Y Y Y N Y N Y N N N N N N N Y Y
William C. Owens, Jr. 1 Pasquotank N Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y N N N Y N N N Y Y
Art Pope 61  Wake Y Y Y N N N Y N N Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Jean R. Preston 4 Carteret Y Y NV Y Y N Y Y N Y N Y N N Y Y Y Y Y
Liston B. Ramsey 52 Madison EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA EA
John M. Rayfield 93 Gaston Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y N N
E. David Redwine 14 Brunswick Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y NV Y N Y Y N Y N Y Y Y
R. Eugene Rogers 6 Martin Y Y N Y Y NV Y Y N Y N Y N N Y N Y Y NV
Carolyn B. Russell 71 Wayne Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y Y N Y N Y Y Y
Drew P. Saunders 54  Mecklenburg Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N N N N N Y Y
Mitchell S. Setzer 43 Catawba Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y NV Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
P. Wayne Sexton 73 Rockingham Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N N N Y Y Y Y
Wilma M. Sherrill 51  Buncombe Y Y N Y EA Y Y Y N Y N Y N N Y N N Y EA
Ronald Smith 4 Carteret Y N N Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N N N N N Y Y
Len Sossamon 90  Cabarrus Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Edgar Starnes 91  Caldwell Y N Y N Y N Y N Y Y NV Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Ronnie N. Sutton 85  Robeson N Y N Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y N N N N N Y Y
Timothy N. Tallent 81  Cabarrus NV EA EA EA EA EA NV NV NV NV NV Y Y N N Y Y N NV
W. B. Teague, Jr. 25  Alamance Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y NV Y N EA EA EA EA EA EA EA Y
Scott E. Thomas 3 Craven Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N N N N Y Y Y
Gregory J. Thompson 46  Mitchell Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Joe P. Tolson 71  Edgecombe Y Y N Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y N N N N N Y Y
Russell E. Tucker 10 Duplin Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N N Y N N Y Y
Wm. L. Wainwright 79 Craven Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N N N Y N Y Y
Trudi Walend 68  Transylvania Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N NV N Y Y Y
Alex Warner 75  Cumberland Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y NV N Y Y N Y N N Y Y
Edith Doughtie Warren 8  Pitt Y Y N Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y N N N N N Y Y
Nurham Warwick 12 Sampson Y N N Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y N N
Jennifer Weiss 63  Wake Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Roger West 53 Cherokee Y EA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Constance K. Wilson 57  Mecklenburg Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
W. Eugene Wilson 40  Watauga Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y N Y N Y
Larry W. Womble 66  Forsyth Y Y N Y Y Y NV Y N Y N N N N N N N Y Y
Stephen W. Wood 27 Guilford Y EA Y Y Y N Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Thomas E. Wright 98  New Hanover Y EA N Y Y Y EA EA N NV N N N N N N N Y Y
Douglas Y. Yongue 16  Scotland Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y N Y N N N N Y Y Y

Reading the Vote Charts: What the Symbols Mean

The votes in this edition of Findings are taken from the actual tally sheets on which the votes are recorded. These tally sheets are provided by the
offices of the House and Senate clerks after each day’s session. The sheets include information such as the date and time of the vote; the vote
sequence number; the subject of the vote—whether an amendment, a reading (there are two reading votes on each bill), a conference report, concur-
rence, or other; the bill sponsor; the version of the bill; the legislative day number; the presiding officer; and the votes.

We have reported the votes as they occurred with some explanation of the vote, instead of trying to show whether or not members voted the way
we thought they should. Charts for both the House and Senate use “Y” for those voting “yes,” and “N” for those voting “no.” Other symbols differ for
the two houses. The House uses: “EA” for “excused absence,” “EV” for “excused vote,” and “NV” for “not voting.” The Senate uses: “E” for
“excused,” “NC” for “not cast,” and “A” for “absent.” The letters “HCS”” and “SCS” at the end of a bill number stands for “House Committee
Substitute” or “Senate Committee Substitute” respectively.

The Speaker of the House votes at his pleasure, while the Lieutenant Governor, who normally presides over the Senate, cannot vote except to
break a tie.
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